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of the Dastur of the age '. The perpetuation of the name of
the great reformer of the Sassanian age, the second founder
of Parsi religion, is suggestive, as is the absence of the name
of Zarathushtra, who certainly knew nothing of funeral rites
like these. The formula is repeated 4 in bdf\ which is a manner
of utterance with closed lips, producing a very curious effect.
The writer can witness that it comes much more easily to the
priests than he could have imagined possible: it is used for
directions and extraneous matter in the performance of a cere-
mony, and it is averred that they can always make themselves
understood.

An interesting detail is the drawing of a kasha three times
round the place where the corpse is laid. A kasha (Avestan
karsa^ Greek rcXow) is a c furrow', and it is drawn with a
piece of metal. It marks off the ground and interposes
a barrier against the excursions of the fiend into the places
around. Dr Modi compares it with the boundary lines of the
Roman lustrum.1 To compare it with drawing a cordon
round an infected district is less happy: they would be feeble
germs that found difficulty in crossing a kasha!

At this point the priests come in, two of them reciting the
first Gatha, holding &paiwand> and putting &padan over their
face. This is a cotton cloth tied over nose and mouth. Used
when they sit before the Fire, it guards the sacred element
from the pollution of their breath: on this occasion it will
protect them from the polluting elements that are in the air
where a corpse lies.

The family that has been bereaved abstains from meat for
three days, and lives on vegetables and fish. Were it not for
the fish, there would be an obvious explanation, in that when
the fiend of death has achieved a triumph, it is not allowed
that he should add animals to his victims. It is quite con-
ceivable that the difference may be a piece of make-believe.
The fisherman does not kill the fish, as the butcher kills. He
only takes them out of the water, and the ritual faster may
1 Anthropological Papers (Bombay, 1912), pp. 330 if.